
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

Reply To: OCE-1 01 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 98101-3140 

JAN 3 0 2017 

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Ryan Williams 
Pioneer Land Development, LLC 
P.O. Box 1144 
Puyallup, Washington 98371 

OFFICE OF 
COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT 

RE: Request for Information and Consent for Access Pursuant to Clean Water Act section 
308, 33 u.s.c. § 1318 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has been notified of an alleged violation of 
the Clean Water Act (CWA), 33 U.S.C. § 1251, involving the unauthorized discharge of dredged 
and/or fill material into waters of the United States, including wetlands associated with Mill 
Creek. The alleged violations include mechanized land clearing in adjacent wetlands. The 
unauthorized work was conducted within Section 10, Township 21 North, Range 04 West, 
Willamette Meridian; subject property ( #40 1440-0211) located on 44th A venue South, King 
County, Washington (Site). · 

The CW A prohibits the discharge of dredged and/or fill material into wetlands, and navigable 
waters of the United States, except as authorized by a permit issued pursuant to section 404 of 
the CWA, 33 U.S.C. § 1344, by the U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers (Corps). The Corps' records 
do not identify a permit or an application for this work activity. The Corp's Seattle District 
Regulatory progr~ has referred this matter to EPA for potential investigation and resolution. 

· The EPA is sending you this letter to gather information regarding your involvement with the 
alleged violations of the CWA. Pursuant to EPA's authority under section 308 of the CWA, 33 
U.S.C. § 1318, you are required to respond to the enclosed information request (Enclosure 1). 

Please read the instructions and definitions in the enclosures carefully before preparing your 
response. Answer each question as clearly and completely as possible. Your response to this 
request must be accompanied by a certificate that is signed and dated by you or the person who is. 
authorized by you to respond to the request. The certification must state that the response is 
complete and contains all information and documentation available to you that is responsive to 
the request. A Statement of Certification is included with this letter (Enclosure 2). 
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Please submit your response within thirty (30) calendar days of receipt of this letter to: 

Yvonne Vallette, Enforcement Specialist 
U.S. Enviromnental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Oregon Operations Office 
805 SW Broadway, Ste. 500 
Portland, Oregon 97204 

In accordance with 40 CFR § 2.203(a), you are hereby notified that you may assert a business 
confidentiality claim covering part or all of the infonnation requested above in the manner 
described by 40 CFR § 2.203(b ). Infonnation covered by such a claim will be disclosed by EPA 
only to the extent, and by means of the procedures, set forth in 40 CFR part 2, subpart B. If no 
confidentiality claims accompany the information when it is received by EPA, the infonnation 
may, without further notice to you, be made available to the public. EPA's regulations 
addressing this subject appear in 40 CFR part 2, subpart B, and 41 Federal Register 36,902 
through 36,924 (September 1, 1976), as amended. 

The Small Business Regulatory Enforcement and Faimess Act, section 222, provides small 
businesses with the opportunity to submit conunents on regulatory enforcement at the time of an 
agency enforcement activity. The attached information sheet provides information on this right, 
as well as infonnation on compliance assistance that may be available to you (Enclosure 3). The 
Small Business Ombudsman may be reached at 1-800-368-5888. 

Failure to provide all the infonnation requested in this letter or to explain adequately the basis for 
such failure, or the making of any fal se material statement or representation in response to this 
Infonnation Request, may constitute a violation of section 308 of the CW A, and may result in an 
enforcement action and the imposition of civil and/or criminal penalties or fines pursuant to 
section 309 of the CWA, 33 U.S.C. § 1319, and Title 18 ofthe United States Code, 18 U.S.C. 
§ 1001. Please be further advised that provision of false, fi ctitious, or fraudulent statements or 
representations may subject you to ctiminal penalties under Title 18 of the United States Code, 
18 U.S.C. § 1001 , and/or section 309(c)(4) ofthe CWA, 33 U.S.C. § 1319(c)(4). 

If you have any questions concerning this investigation or other matters related to this request, 
please contact Yvonne Vallette at (503) 326-2716 or vallette.yv01me@epa.gov. If you have any 
legal questions conceming EPA's civi l investigation, please have your attomey contact Endre 
Szalay, Assistant Regional Counsel at (206) 553-1 073 or szalay.endre@epa.gov. Thank you in 
advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Edward J. Ko alski, Director 
Office of Compliance and Enforcement 
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Enclosures 
( 1) Information Request 
(2) Statement of Certification 
(3) Information Sheet (U.S. EPA Small Business Resources) 

By email 
cc: Kaitlyn White 

Seattle District- U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kaitlyn.r. white@usace.anny.mil 

Larry Fisher 
Washington Department ofFish and Wildlife 
Larry.fisher@dfw. wa.gov 

Doug Gresham 
Washington Department of Ecology 
Dgre46 I @ecy. wa.gov 
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ENCLOSURE 1 

INFORMATION REQUEST 

This information is requested pursuant to Section 308(a) of the Clean Water Act 
("CWA") (33 U.S.C. § 1318(a)). 

Instructions 

1. Answer Each Question Completely. You are required to provide a separate answer to 
each question and subpart set forth in this Information Request. Please provide responses 
to all the questions in this Information Request. If you are unable to answer a question in 
a detailed and complete manner, or if you are unable to provide any of the information or 
documents requested, state the reason for your inability to do so. Incomplete, evasive, or 
ambiguous answers shall constitute failure to respond to this Information Request and 
may subject you to the penalties set out in the cover letter. 

2. Number Each Answer. Number each answer with the number of the question to which it 
corresponds. 

3. Submit Supporting Documents. Any documents relied upon or used by you to answer 
any of the questions in the request must be copied and submitted to EPA with your 
response. All documents must contain a notation indicating the question they respond to. 

4. Provide the Best Information Available. You must provide responses to the best of your 
ability, even if the information sought was never put down in writing or if the written 
documents are no longer available. You must seek out information that may be known to 
agents or persons that you authorized to act on your b~half. Submission of cursory 
responses when other responsive information is available to you will be considered non­
compliance with this Information Request. If your responses are qualified in any manner, 
please explain. 

5. Supplemental Information and Notification. If information or documents not known or 
not available to you as of the date of submission of your response to this request should 
later become known or available to you, you must supplement your response to EPA. 
Moreover, should you find, at any time after the submission of your response, that any 
portion of the submitted information is false or misrepresents the truth, you must notify 
the EPA of this fact as soon as possible and provide a corrected response. 

Dermitions 

The following definitions shall apply to this request: 

1. The term "you" shall mean the addressee(s) of this request. The term "you" also includes 
the addressee's company or other business entity (if any), its officers, directors, 
managers, employees, contractors, trustees, partners, successors, assigns, and agents. 
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2. The term "person" shall have the same definition as in section 502(5) of the CWA (33 
U .S.C. § 1362): an individual, corporation, partnership, association, State, municipality, 
commission, or political subdivision of a State, or any interstate body. 

3. The term "identify" means, with respect to a natural person, the person's name, present or 
last known business address and business telephone number, present or last known home 
address and home telephone number, and present or last known job title, position, or 
business. 

4. The term "identify" means, with respect to a corporation, partnership, or other association 
or business entity (including a sole proprietorship), its full name, address, legal form (e.g. 
corporation, partnership, etc.), organization, if any, and a brief description of its business. 

5. The term "identify" means, with respect to a document, to provide its customary business 
description, its date, its number, if any (e.g., invoice or purchase order number), and the 
substance or subject matter. In lieu of identifying a document, attaching a copy of such 
document to your response is sufficient. 

6. The term "document" and "documents" means all information in any reproducible form, 
including, but not limited to, writings, maps, drawings, graphs, charts, photographs, 
phono-records, tapes, computer disks, and other data compilations from which 
information can be obtained or translated through any means into usable form, including 
information stored on computer hard drives. 

7. The terms "dredged material," "discharge of dredged material," "fill material," and 
"discharge of fill material" shall have the same definitions as in 33 C.F.R. §323.2. 

8. The term "Site" means the property on which the alleged violations occurred, and all 
adjacent property to which you have claim of title or operation. In this case, the "Site" 
refers to certain dredged and/or fill material placed in waters of the United States, 
including wetlands, adjacent to Mill Creek and its tributaries, on your property located 
within Section 10, Township 21 North, Range 04 West, Willamette Meridian; subject 
property (#401440-0211) located on 44th Avenue South, King County, Washington (Site). 

9. The term "waters of the United States" shall have the same definition as in 33 C.F.R. Part 
328. 

10. The term "wetlands" shall have the same definition as in 33 C.P.R. §328.3(b). 

11. The term "work activity" means any and all construction, excavation, diversion, clearing, 
grading, ditching, ponding, sidecasting, filling, dredging, and the placement or movement 
of native river bed material, dredge spoil, rock, sand, gravel, concrete, ·garbage or any 
other fill material, dredged material, or other pollutant within the meaning of section 
502(6) ofthe CWA, 33 U.S.C. §1362(6). 
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12. The terms "and" and "or" shall be construed either conjunctively or disjunctively as 
necessary to bring within the scope of this request any information which might 
otherwise be construed to be outside its scope. 

13. All terms not defined herein shall have their ordinary meaning, unless such terms are 
defined in the CWA, 33 U.S.C. 1251, or in the regulations found at 33 C.P.R. parts 323 
and 328, in which case the statutory or regulatory definitions shall apply. 

Questions 

I. Identify and describe all "work activity" conducted at the "Site." For each discrete 
activity, include in your description the following information: 

a. location of the work activity (by legal description, survey, map, etc.); 

b. approximate commencement and completion dates of the work activity; 

c. approximate acreage, linear feet, height/depth disturbed and approximate volume 
(cubic yards) of materials excavated and/or discharged; 

d. identify the person(s) authorizing the work activity; 

e. identify the person(s) performing the work activity; 

f. identify the machinery and equipment used to perform the work activity and 
identify their ownership and whether the machinery or equipment was rented by 
you or operated by another person authorized by you; 

g. identify the purpose of the project or the proposed project; 

h. consideration you paid for the work and identify the person(s) receiving such 
consideration; and 

1. any permits or approvals authorizing the work activity. 

2. Define on a map or survey of the Site all locations where any dredged and/or fill material 
was excavated and/or discharged, and where any other work activity has taken place. On 
the same map, delineate, to the extent known, the entire wetland boundary area. 

3. Describe the type ofbusiness(es) operating at the Site and the year(s) of operation. 

4. Describe all current and future plans for work by you or other person(s) at the Site. 
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5. Provide copies of any and all correspondence, authorizations, or permits obtained from 
any Federal, State, or local government agency authorizing development of the Site or 
pertaining, in any way, to the discharges of dredged or fill material described above. 

6. Prior to commencement of dredging and/or fill work at the Site, have you ever applied for 
a CW A Section 404 permit for any project, including Nationwide and/or General Permits 
(NWPs and/or GPs)? If so, provide an account of the dates the permits were requested 
and whether the permits were issued. 

7. If you have not applied for a permit, provide a detailed explanation of your reasons for 
not obtaining CW A Section 404 permit prior to beginning the dredging and/or filling 
activities at the Site. 

8. Specify the date you purchased the Site and the name and contact information of the 
previous owner of the Site. 

10. Identify and submit copies of all sketches, plans, and as-built drawings related to the 
planning and construction of the activities at the Site. 

11. Identify and submit copies of all contracts, work assignments, invoices, requests for 
proposals, or bills, between you and another company or person related to the work 
activities identified in response to question 1. 

12. Provide any additional information that may be relevant to resolving this matter including 
any wetland delineations or other resource surveys or assessments done on the Site. 



ENCLOSURE2 

STATEMENT OF CERTIFICATION 

Ryan Williams 
Pioneer Land Development, LLC 

I certify that the foregoing responses and information submitted were prepared under my 
direction or supervision and that I have personal knowledge of all matters set forth in the 
responses and accompanying information. I certify that under penalty of perjury pursuant to 28 
U.S.C. § 1746, the responses are true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are 
significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fines and 
imprisonment. 

By ________________________ __ 

(Signature) 

(Title) 

(Date) 
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ENCLOSURE3 

Office of Enforcement and Compli;mce .-\ sunmce (2201.-\) 
EP_-\-.300-B-15-001 May 201:' 

TI1e United States Environmental Protection Agency prO\-ides an anay of resources to hdp 
small businesses understand and comply \Yith federa l and stare em-iroim1enraJ laws. In 
addition to helping small businesses understand their em·ironmental obligations and improve 
compliance. these resources \\'ill al ·o help such businesses find cost-effective \\-ays to comply 
tln·ougb pollution prevention techniques and inno,·atiYe teclmologies. 

Sma ll Business Programs 
www.epa.gov/smallbusiues5 
EPA's Office o f Small Business 
Programs (OSBP) advocates and 
fosters opponunities r'or direct and 
indirect panuer!.llips. comracts_ aud 
sub-a!!reemems for small businesses 
and s~cio-economically disad\·auraged 
busu1esses. 

EPA's A sbrstos S mall Business 
Ombuds man 
www.epa.go\·/sbo or 1-800-368-5888 
The EPA _-\sbestos and Small Business 
Ombudsman (ASBO) setYe!. as a 
conduit for small businesses to acces5 
EPA and facilimtes communicatie>ns 
between the small business 
coulJlluuity and the Agency. 

EPA's Compli:m ce A ssis ta n ce 
Homepage 
\V\\'W2.epa.gov/couJpliauce 
This page is a garewny industry 
and statute-specific em·iromnenta l 
resources. from extensive web­
based iufomwtion to hmliues aud 
compliance a~sistance ~peciali.sts . 

EPA·s Compliance Assistance 
Centers 
\\'IV\I·.a~sistancecetl t ers.net 

EPA-s Compliance Assistance Cemers 
provide information targeted ro 
indus11ies \\'ilh manv small busines~es. 
TI1ey were dewlop;d in pannership 
\\-ith industry. uniwrsities and other 
federnl and state ng:encies. 

Agriculture 
W\\'W.epa.go1· ng.riculmre 

Automotin Recycling 
1\'W\\·.ecnrcenter.org: 

_-\.utomotive Sen·ice and Repair 
ccnr-greenlink.org. ·or l -888-GRN­
LII'K 

Chemical :\lanufacturing 
\n\·w.chemnlliance.org 

Cons truction 
1\'"\\'\\'.cicacenter.org or 1-73-1-99:'­
-191 I 

E ducation 
1\\\'\\'.Cillllpuserc .org 

Foocl Process ing 
\\'WI\'. fpeac.org 

H ealtlJca re 
1\'11 \\'.herce1Her. org. 

Local Gonrnment 
\\'\\'\\·.! g:ean.org: 

:\leta! Finishing 
1\'"\\\\'.nmfrc.org. 

Paints and C oatings 
1\'\\ w. painrcemer.org 

P rinting 
www.pueac.org 

Ports 
1\'1\ ·w. poncomp 1 innce. org: 

Tran sportation 
\\'1\'"\\'.tercemer.org 

l'.S- Border Compliance and 
Import/Export I ssues 
\ n\w. border.:emer.org 

EPA Hotlines, He1plines and 
C learinghouses 
\ nvw 2. epa .go\' 'l10me 'epa­
hot lines 
EPA spousors many fi·ee 
llotli.nes and cleru·ing.houses 
that provide com·enielll 
assistance re2ardiug 
environmemal req1;iremems. 
Some examples are: 

C lean Air Technology Center 
(CATC) Info-line 
WWI\'.epa.go\"llnlcmc or 1-9 19-54 I-
0800 

S up erfund, TRI. EPCR-\., R\IP 
and Oil Information Cente r 
\\'\1'"\\'.epa.go\· superfund'conracts' 
in.focenter u1dex.hnn or 1-800--e4-
9346 

EPA Imported Vehicles and 
E ngines Public H elpline 
\nvw.epa.gov1otaq' imports or 
73-'l -214-4100 

~ational P esticide Information 
Center 
\\WW.npic.ors!.edu or 1-800-858-
7378 

~ationa1 Response Cen ter 
Hotline to report oil and hazardous 
substance spiJls - \\'\\' ll'.nrc .nscg.mil 
or 1-800-424-8802 

Pollution Pre\'ention Infonnation 
C learinghouse (PPIC) - w'"w.epa. 
go\·,opptilm ppic or 1-202-566-0799 

Safe Drinking \Yater H o tline-
1\'"\vw.epa.go\·,drink hotline' illdex.cfin 
or 1-800-426--1791 
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" Slr!all Business Resources 
- • ! • 

Stra tospheric O zon e Protec tion H otlin e 
\\\\"\Y.epa.gO\' OZ011e'C01llillt!l11S.htlll or 1-800-296-1996 

Toxic S ubs ta n ce C ontrol Act (T SC.-\) H otline 
tsca-llotline@ epa.go\· or 1-202-554--140-1 

Small E ntity Complia nce Guides 
brrp:;/ \\\1-w.epa.gov'sbrefa'compliauce-guides.btml 
EPA. publishes a Small Entity Compliance Guide (SEC'G) 
for e1·ery mle for ,,·hi cit the Agency bas prepared a final 
re2ulmorv flex ibilitv analvsis. in accordance with Section 60-1 
ofthe Regulatory Fiexibi iity .-\ct (RF.-\). 

Rt'gional S m al l Bu~iness Liaison s 
hnp:i;\n\\\'.epn.govfsboirsbl.hml 
The U.S. Em·iromuemal PrNection.-\gency (EP.-\) Regional 
Small Business Liaison (RSBL) is the primmy regional 
couract and often the expert on small business assistance. 
advocacv. and oun·each. The RSBL is the re2ioual 1·oice for 
the EP.-\ . .-\.sbesro~ :mel Small Busines Ombt~dsman tASBO). 

Statt' R esource L ocato r s 
\\\1'1\'.envcnp.org'statetools 
TI1e Locators pro1·ide stare-specific contacts. regulmions and 
resources covering the major environmemal laws. 

State S mall B usiness EnYironmeni a l.-\ssistanct' 
Progrnms (SB £..\Ps) 
\\'\1'\l·.epa.gov,sbo :'07program.hnu 
State SBEAPs help small businesses and assiswnce pro,·iders 
understand enl'ironmental requirements and sustainable 
business practices tlu·ough workshops. n·nining and sire ,·isirs. 

EPA's Triba l P o rta l 
1\'\\'W.epa .g.ov!uibalponal ' 
TI1e Portal pro,·ides access to iufonnntion on em·ironmenral 
is~m~s. laws. and resources related to federally recognized 
tribes. 

EP.-\ Compliance JncentiYes 
·EPA pro1·ides inceutiYes for enYironmemal compliance. By 
participating in compliance a5sisrance programs or \'Oiuutmily 
disclosing and promptly coiTecting Yiolat i,ms before an 
enforcement action has been initiated. bnsine ses may be 
eligible for penalty wai1·ers or reductions. EP,-\ has m·o such 
policies rhat may apply to small businesses: 

E PA's Small Bus iness C ompliance Policy 
1\'IV\Y::!.epa.gov euforcemem'small-btJSi.nesses-:md-enforcemenr 
This Policy offers small bnsinesse~ specinl incemives to come 
into compliance Yoluntmi ly. 

J'v[ay :?0 15 

E P.-\"s Audit Po licy 
''"''·::? .epa.gowcomplimJce·epns-andit-policy 
The Policy prm·ides incemives to all businesses that 
volumarily disco1·er. promptly disclose a11d expeditiously 
correct their noncompliance. 

Commenting on F eder a l E nfo rcem ent Actions aucl 
C ompliance Activities 
The Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act 
(SBREFA) established a SBREF.-\ Ombudsman and I 0 Regional 
Faimess Boards to receiw comments from mall businesses 
abom federal agency euforcemelll actions. If you belie\'e thnt 
von fa ll within the Small Business Adminismnion·s definition 
of a small business (based on your _ onh American Industry 
Classification System designation. number of employees or 
annual receipts. as defined ar 13 CF.R. 1::? 1.::?0 I: in most cases. 
this means a business with 500 or fewer employees). and wish 
to comment on federal enforcemelll and compliance actil'iries. 
ca ll tile SBREF.-\ Ombndsmau·s toll -free utllliber at 1-888-
REG-F.-\IR. t 1-888-73-1--32-17). 

Ewry small business tllat is the subject of an enforcemem or 
compliance action is entitled rocommeut on the.-l..gency·s nctious 
11·ithout fear of retaliat iou. EPA employees are prohibited from 
using enforcement or any other means of retaliation against a11y 
member of tlle regula red community in response to couunenrs 
made under SBREFA. 

Yo ur Duty to Compl~· 
If you receiw compliance assistance or submit a commem 
ro the SBREFA Ombudsmm1 or Re2ioual Faimess Boards. 
you still haw the duty to comply \,·itb the Ia\\'. including 
pro1·idiug timely response to EP.-\ infonmtion requests. 
admiuisn·atil·e or civil complaims. other euforcemeur actions 
or coulllnmications. The assistance ittfonuatiou and comment 
processes do not give you any new rights or defenses in any 
euforcemem action. These processes also do not affect EPA's 
obligation ro protect public health or the emiromnem under any 
of the enl'ironmenral statutes it enforces. inclndin2 the ri2ht to 
take emergency remedial or emergency respouse ~ctious ;Yhen 
appropd ate. Those decisions \\'ill be based on the facts in each 
simation. TI1e SBREF.-\ Ombuclsman and Faimess Boards do 
not panicipate in resolving EPA's enforcemem actions .. -\!so. 
remember that to preserve your rights. you need ro comply 11·irh 
allmles gowming the euforcemem process. 

EP.-1 is tli~semiualing til is iuf om w tiou to you wit/lout making 
a determination Tllnt y our business or organi~ation is a small 
business as defined by Section 222 of tile Small Business 
RegulafOIT Eu[orceme/IT Faimess Act or related fJrO I'isions. 

2 
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Name: 

Location: 

ENCLOSURE4 

CONSENT FOR ACCESS TO PROPERTY 

Ryan Williams; Pioneer Land Development, LLC 

Section 10, Township 21 North, Range 04 West, Willamette Meridian; subject 
property (#401440-0211) located on 44th Avenue South, King County, 
Washington 

I hereby give my consent and permission, to the extent of my authority and interest in the 
property and premises described above (the Site), and any appurtenances thereto, to employees, 
contractors, and authorized representatives of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
to enter the Property in order to observe and record environmental conditions on the Property. 
Such actions may include, but are not limited to: 

• The taking of such soil, water (surface/groundwater), and plant samples upon the 
Property as may be determined to be necessary by EPA; and 

• The taking of notes, photographs, and other records of environmental conditions. 

This ·written permission is given by me voluntarily with knowledge of my right to refuse and 
without threats or promises of any kind. 

Date: 

Signature: 
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